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People of Faith

Abraham:  “The Test” 

The Promise: 

 Gen 15:5 (NLT) “Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, ‘Look up into the sky and count the stars if you can. That's how many descendants you will have’!"

The Dilemma:  

Genesis 16:1 “Now Sarai, Abram's wife, had borne him no children.” 

The Test…Three Phases: 

1.  

Hebrews 11:8 (NIV) “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”

Gen 22:1 (NCV) “After these things God tested Abraham's faith…”

Abraham Practice Tests Passed: (Faith) 

· Left his home in Ur for a foreign land (Gen 12) 

· Said goodbye to his nephew - Lot - headed for Sodom (Gen 13) 

· Followed God’s command of Circumcision (Gen 17) 

· Obeyed God’s command to send son Ishmael away (Gen 21) 

Abraham Practice Tests Failed: (Lack of Faith) 

· Passes off wife, Sarah, as sister (Gen 12) 

· Passes off wife as sister again! (Gen 20) 

· Has sexual relations with maidservant Hagar (Gen 16) 

Romans 4:18 (TMSG) “When everything was hopeless, Abraham believed anyway, deciding to live not on the basis of what he saw he couldn't do but on what God said he would do.” 

2.  


Genesis 22:2 (NIV) “Then God said, ‘Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about’." 

James 1:2-3 (NIV) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.” 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (TMSG) “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it.”

3.  


Genesis 22:16-18 (NIV) “…I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. …and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me." 

Hebrews 11:12 (NIV) “And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. “

Abram: “Lofty Father” 

Abraham:  “Father of a Multitude” 

Philippians 3:14 (NIV) “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. “
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