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“The Rapture Controversy”

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 NIV “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage each other with these words. “

Rapture means:  “CAUGHT UP” 

Three Rapture View Points: 

1.  _________-Tribulation Rapture

2. _________-Tribulation Rapture

3. _________-Tribulation Rapture  

Matthew 24:21 (NASU) "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.” 


Jesus’ Three Promises To The Church:  (Scriptural evidence for a Pre-Tribulation viewpoint of eschatology) 

1.  The Promise of 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (NIV) “For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Revelation 3:10 (NIV) “Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.” 

2.  The Promise of 
 

Daniel 9:27 (NIV) “He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven.' In the middle of the 'seven' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him."  

Revelation 12:14 “The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent's reach.” 

Revelation 19:14 (NIV) “The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.” 

Revelation 19:9 (NIV) “Then the angel said to me, ‘Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'’ And he added, ‘These are the true words of God’." 

3.  The Promise of 
 
Revelation 1:19 (NIV) "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.” 

John 16:13 (NIV) “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.” 

Why a Rapture Controversy?

A.  A Misunderstanding of The 
 

Revelation 4:1 (NIV) “After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, ‘Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this’." 

Rapture passages:  John 14:1-4, 1 Cor 15:51-58, 1 Thess 4:13-18

Second Coming Passages:  Zech 14:1-21, Matt 24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27, Luke 21:25-27, Revelation 19 

B.   A Misunderstanding of The 
 

1 Corinthians 15:52 (NIV) “in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” 

Revelation 11:15 (NIV) “The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever’."

Who sounds the trumpet in Revelation 11? 
 

Who sounds the trumpet at the Rapture?  
!  

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (NIV) “For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God…”

C.  A Misunderstanding of The 

Revelation 7:9, 13-14 (NIV) “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.  …Then one of the elders asked me, ‘These in white robes – who are they, and where did they come from?’ …I answered, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said, ‘These are they who have come out of the great tribulation/ they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb’.” 

Matthew 24:21-22 (NIV) “For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now — and never to be equaled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.” 

Who are the “elect” in this passage?  
 

D.  A Misunderstanding of 
 

Ephesians 2:7 (TLB) “And now God can always point to us as examples of how very, very rich his kindness is, as shown in all he has done for us through Jesus Christ.” 

Revelation 22:21 (NIV) “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen.”

Matthew 24:44 (NIV) “So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
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