  The Dangers of a Compromised Life
I. Choices and Consequences

“Lot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan valley in the direction of Zoar.  The whole area was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord or the beautiful land of Egypt…  Lot chose that land for himself—the Jordan Valley to the east of them.  He went there with his flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. So while Abram stayed in the land of Canaan, Lot moved his tents to a place near Sodom, among the cities of the plain. The people of this area were unusually wicked and sinned greatly against the Lord.”  Genesis 13:10-13 (NLT)

“Then Abram moved his camp to the oak grove owned by Mamre, which is at Hebron.  There he built an altar to the Lord.”  Genesis 13:18 (NLT)
“Look—I have two virgin daughters.  Do with them as you wish, but leave these men alone, for they are under my protection.”  Genesis 19:8 (NLT)
“So Lot rushed out to tell his daughters’ fiancés, “Quick, get out of the city!  The Lord is going to destroy it.”  But the young men thought he was only joking.”  Genesis 19:14 (NLT)

“When Lot still hesitated, the angels seized his hand and the hands of his wife and two daughters and rushed them to safety outside the city, for the Lord was merciful.  “Run for your lives!” the angels warned.  “Do not stop anywhere in the valley.  And don’t look back!  Escape to the mountains, or you will die.”  “Oh no, my lords, please,” Lot begged.  “You have been so kind to me and saved my life, and you have granted me such mercy.  But I cannot go to the mountains.  Disaster would catch up to me there, and I would soon die.  See, there is a small village nearby.  Please let me go there instead; don’t you see how small it is?  Then my life will be saved.”  Genesis 19:16-19 (NLT)
“But Lot’s wife looked back as she was following along behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”  Genesis 19:26 (NLT)
“No one can serve two masters.”  Matthew 6:24 (NIV)
“So both of Lot’s daughters became pregnant by their father”  Genesis 19:36 (NLT)
II. We face temptations against:

A. Ourselves

“I don’t understand myself at all, for I really want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.  Instead, I do the very thing I hate…  But I can’t help myself, because it is sin inside me that makes me do these evil things.”  Romans 7:15, 17 (NLT)
B. The world around us

“For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.”  1 John 2:16-17  (NIV)
C. The devil and his demons

“For our struggle is… against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms”   Ephesians 6:12  (NIV)
III. The biggest danger
A. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:22-23 (NIV)
B. 5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  1 John 1:5-7 (NIV)
C. 15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever.  1 John 2:15-17 (NIV)
D. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.  James 2:18, 19 (NIV) 
IV. Choices to have a successful life
A. Learn how God wants us to live


“Trust in the Lord with all you heart;  do not depend on your own understanding.  Seek His will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.”  Proverbs 3:5-6  (NLT)

B. Get in a church and in a small group Bible study with other believers.

“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up…”   1 Thessalonians 5:11  (NIV)    

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage on another…”  Hebrews 10:24-25
